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REAPPLICATION OF TRADE-AGREEMENT REDUCTIONS IN IMPORT-DUTY RATES 
TO IMPORTS FROM POLAND 

By action of the President on November 16, 1960, the application of 

trade-agreement reductions in import-duty rates was restored to imports 

from Poland, effective December 16, 1960. Between January 1952 and the 

effective date of the recent change -Poland was among the countries whose 

products were dutiable at the "full" United States tariff rates, in accord-

ance with action by the President under authority of section 5 of the 

Trade Agreements Extension Act of 1951. 

Even prior to the President's action, however, certain of our imports 

from Poland were already dutiable at the same rates levied on imports of 

the same commodities from other countries. Some of these imports are of 

a kind on which no tariff reductions are in effect on imports from other 

countries; others are of a kind which are on the United States tariff 

free list. The President's action therefore did not result in lower 

tariff rates for these particular items. 

Principal imports from Poland.--Tables 1 and 2 list the principal 

United States imports from Poland during 1959. The items listed accounted 

for 98.6 percent of total imports from Poland in that year. Table 1 

includes those items on which reduced rates now apply as a result of the 

President's action, and table 2 lists those items on which no change 

in duty has occurred. 

The items listed in table 1 (subject to reduced rates) aggregated 

$3,055, 000  in foreign value. The principal items on which rates are 

(TC2h451) 
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reduced are as follows (foreign value of 1959 imports is given in 

brackets): glass Christmas tree ornaments valued under $7.50 per gross 

622,0007; wire neils, over 65/1,00 in-h  in diameter or one inch 

long LT1407,0007; poppy seed 	31.8,0007; blown glass household articles 

decorated or colored 320,0007; and calf hides, wet-salted 268,0007. 

These five items combined accounted for over 60 percent of the foreign 

value of the imports to which reduced duty rates apply. 

Of the products on which the duty is unchanged, the most important 

are canned cooked hems and shoulders, and "other" pork, prepared or 

preserved, n.e.s.; imports of these products amounted to $21,867 , 000 

in 1959. Other principal imports on which there are no reductions in 

duty are casein or lactarene 1/; mink fur, undressed; fox fur except silver 

and black, undressed; wild pig and hog skins; and benzene, all of which 

are free or duty. 

1/ Casein or lactarene, although on the dutiable list of the Tariff Act 
of 1930 (and although the duty has been reduced by trade agreement) has 
entered free of duty, regardless of source, since September 3, 1957, as 
a result of legislation temporarily suspending the duty. The suspension 
of duty has been twice extended, and under present law the suspension will 
terminate June 30, 1963 unless extended further. The most recent extension 
legislation (Public Leta 86-562) narrowed the scope of the duty suspension 
so as to exclude from its benefits "sodium caseinate, sodium phospho- 
caseinate or other ceeeinate". On the basis of an analysis of invoice docu-
ments on subetentielly all imports of casein and ceseinates during the 
month of July .  1960, it seems likely that these various caseinates account 
for less than 10 percent of the imports heretofore classified under this 
classification. Further, it seems probable that all or almost all imports 
under this commodiLy classification from Poland consist of casein, rather 
than caseinate, and will therefore continue to benefit from the suspension 
of duty under P._L. 86-562. On that basis, casein or lactarene imported 
from Poland is here included among those items which will receive no benefit 
from the President's action (even though a reduced rate will apply after 
June 30, 1963, if the suspension of duty is not extendld). 
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Ad valorem equivalents.--Table  3 gives the ad valorem rates or 

average ad valorem eqrivalents of the specific rates applicable to the 

principal items on which reduced duties apply. For the larger items in 

this group, the "full'' and reduced rates, respectively, in terms of 

ad valorem or ad valorem equivalent, are as follows! glass Christmas 

tree ornaments (under $7.50 per gross) 60 percent and 40 percent; wire 

nails of the category described in the table, 6.6 percent and 3.3 percent; 

poppy seed, 1.8 percent and o.h percent; the described category of blown 

glass household articles, 60 percent, and 50 percent (see footnote 2 to 

table 3); and wet-salted calf hides, 10 percent and h percent. 

Trend of imports from Poland.--Table 4 shows for a ten-year period 

annual United States imports from Poland of all products, and the part 

thereof that has consisted of ham and other pork, prepared or preserved 

(consisting chiefly of canned cooked ham). 

Our total imports from Poland in 1959 amounted to $31,680,000, or 

about two-tenths of one percent of total United States imports from all 

countries. Ham and other pork, prepared or preserved, accounted for 

69.0 percent of our imports from Poland in 1959 and for approximately 

70 percent or more in each of the preceding seven years. The rate of duty 

on canned ham and -other prepared and preserved pork (3i cents per pound) 

amounts to an ad valorem equivalent of about 4.0 percent, based on unit 

values of imports from Poland in 1959. 

• 

 

  



Poland's exports.--In table 5 there is presented a fairly detailed 

summary of Polish exports to all countries in 1959, drawn from Polish 

official sources. Polish exports covered a wide spectrum of products 

and product groups. The products of heavy industry, and fuels, raw 

materials, and other industrial materials predominated. Machinery, 

equipment and the means of transportation made up 26.3 percent, and in 

that category, ships and railroad rolling stock were particularly import-

ant. Coal and coke amounted to 24.9 percent of the total. The value of 

exports of pig iron, ferroalloys, and steel mill products was also of 

importance, amounting to 10.1 percent of the total. With respect to 

agricultural products, pork and ham (and live hogs) were most important. 

General consumer goods (other than foods) was the least important general 

category in Poland's export trade. 

On the basis of the Polish official rate for the zloty for trade 

purposes of 25 cents 1/, Polish exports in 1959 amounted to approximately 

1,145 million dollars, 

With Poland receiving full equality of treatment in respect of 

United States tariff rates, it may be that products not now heavily 

traded will become more important items of commerce than at present. 

1/ The trade figures reported by Poland for recent years have been con-
verted at the rate of 4 "foreign exchange zlotys" to the dollar, which 
the Polish Government reports is used specifically for converting foreign 
currency trade values into zlotys. The Polish Government has also 
established a rate of 24 zlotys per dollar for tourist use, and has at 
times permitted limited free trading for very restricted purposes at 
rates approaching 100 zlotys per dollar. In general, results yielded by 
use of the 4-to-1 rate are broadly consistent, as far as trade with non-
Soviet bloc countries is concerned, with data reported by the latter 
countries. A similar cross-check on the plausibility of the conversion 
rate as applied to intrabloc trade is not possible. 
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Whether and to what extent that will occur, and if so with respect to 

vhich commodities, would be difficult to predict. Many of the items 

listed in table 5 are unlikely to be imported from Poland by the 

United States under any circumstances, but the same statement may not 

rr true of others. This summary of the principal Polish exports is 

here presented for whatever use it may serve in the consideration of 

this question. 

United States exports to Poland.--To complete the picture of our 

present trade with Poland, table 6 itemizes principal United States 

exports to that country in 1959, both quantity and value. Exports 

amounted to approximately 75 million dollars in that year, compared 

vith total imports for consumption of about 32 million dollars. The 

pattern of our exports shows a predominance of certain agricultural 

products, with raw cotton and grains constituting somewhat more than. 

half the total. However, other commodity categories have also been of 

some importance, including a variety of types of heavy machinery. 

--- 
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Table 3.--Principal imports from Poland to which reduced duty rates apply 
as a result of Prcnidentla] action of MovemiTr 16, 1960; ad valorem equivalents 
of rates of duty before, and those after reductions 1/ 

: 	:  Tariff : Sched. A : 	 Prior 	On and  
to 	: Cara- commodity . 	Commodity description (abridged) 

: Dec 	
after 

.16 : Dec. 16 graph : number 	; 	 1960 : 1960  
:.(PercentRPercent) 

205(b) : 5161 000 : Cement, Roman, portland, etc.  4.0 
218(f) : 5276 200 : Glass Christmas tree ornaments, valued 

. : 	under '$7.50 per gross 	 : 	60.0 : 	40.0 
: 5278 690 : Glass household articles, blown, partly 
. : 	blown, decorated, or colored, etc. 	 : 	60.0 : 2/ 50.0 

307 	: 6038 500 : Steel plate, over 20 per lb. over 48 in. 
: 	: . 	 : 	wide, not under i8/loo in. thick 	20.0 	10.0 ' 

312 	: 6081 020 : Steel beams, etc., not assembled, etc., 	 : 
. : 	over 3 in. wide 	 : 	4.2 : 	2.1 

331 	: 6112 700 : Wire nails, over 65/1000 in. in diameter 	 : 
and over 1 in. long 	 : 	6.6 : 	3.3 

372 	: 7400 570 : Metalworking machinery-milling machines 	• . 
: • 	 : 	and parts 	30.0 : 	15.0 

: 7400 990 : Metal forming machine tools, n.e.s. and parts 	: 	30.0 : 	15.0 
: 431 	: 4221 500 : Baskets and bags, willow or osier 	50.0 : 	25.0 

412 	: 4247 000 : Furniture and parts, hent.wood 	42.5 : 	25.5 
506 	: 1650 500 : Sugar candy,n.s.p.f., 60 a lb. and over 	: 

la 

	14.0 
762 	: 2235 000 : Poppy seed 	 : 	 0.4 
804 	: 1732 930 : Wine n.e.s-, 	 : 	 22.7 
805 	: 1770 810 : Malt liquors 	 : 	 5.9 
1009(a): 3273 000 : Flax fabrics, h to 12 oz. per sq. yd., over 	 : 

12 to 36 in. wide 	 : 	55.0 : 	40.0 
1014 	: 3352 110 : Towels, flax, not over 100 threads per sq.in.- 	: 	55.0 : 	40.0 

: 1513 	: 9400 700 : Dolls, n.s.p.f. 	70.0 : 	35.0 
: 91110 870: Toy stuffed animals, without spring  
. 	 : 	mechanism, "other" 	 : 	70.0 : 	35.0 
9410 930 : "Other" toys, n.s.p.f. 	 : 	70.0. 	35.0 

1530(a): 0208 000 : Calf hides, wet-salted (under 12 lbs.) 	: 	10.0 : 	4.0 

1/ Based on value of imports for consumption from Poland in 1959 (preliminary). 
2/ The rate is variable, dependent on the unit value of the shipment, and it is _  

possible that some shipments might qualify for a lower ad valorem equivalent; however, 
the average unit value in 1959 was so low that the 50 percent maximum would probably 
have been applicable in the great majority of cases. 
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Table 4.--U.S. imports for consumption from Poland: 
Tot,al, and ham and other pork, 1/ 1950-59 

(Foreign value In thousands of dollars) 

Year Total : 
Ham an 
pork 1 

: 
: 

Percent 
of 

total 

1950 11,113 : 5,096 • 45.9 
1951 : 9,766 : 3,960 : 40.5 
1952 : 10,347 • 7,244 : 70.0 
1953 13,971 • 10,545 : 75.5 
1954 21,512 : 17,483 : 81.3 

1955 : 25,756 : 19,172 : 74.4 
1956 : 28,054 : 19,626 : 70.0 
1957 : 29,605 : 22,479 : 75.9 
1958 2/ 	  : 28,684 • 22,022 • 76.8 
1959 7/ 	  : 31,680 : 21,867 : 69.0 

1/ Includes all ham and other pork, prepared or preserved. 
7/ Preliminary. 

Source: Compiled from official statistics of U.S. Department of 
Commerce. 
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Table 6.--U.S. exports of domestic merchandise to Poland 
by principal commodities, 1959 

(Valli(' in thousands of dollars)  

Unit of • Item 	 • Quantity • 	Value 
quantity 

: 	 - 
Nonfat dry imil 	 : 1,000 lbs. : 	11,089: 	81114 
Cattle hides, calf and kip sins 	 : 	Number 	135,791 : 	1,680 
Tallow, inedible 	 : 1,000 lbs. : 	52,577 : 	11,0116 
Parley (except pearl. barley) 	 : 1,000 bu. 	11,595 : 	11,898 
Corn 	 : 	do. 	 1462 : 	5714 
Grain sorghums 	 : 	do. 	 950 : 	1,051 
Wheat 	 : 	do. 	 9,953 • 	15,995 
Soybean oil cake and oil-cake meal 	 : Short tens : 	8,387 : 	518 
Soybean oil, refined 	 : 1,000 lbs. 	15,11214 : 	1,872 
Other vegetable oils, fats, and 	 • . : 
waxes, refined 	 : 	do. 	• . 17,990 : 	2,352 

Synthetic rubber (chiefly neoprene) 	 : 	do 	: 	925 : 	3914 
Flaxseed 	 : 1,000 bu. 	110 : 	351 
Soybean oil, crude (inedible) 	  : 1,000 lbs. 	28,870 :. 	3,073 
Alfalfa seed 	 : 	do. 	 882 : 	216 
Cigarettes 	 : Thousands 	62,900 : 	278 
Cotton, unmanufactured (except linters) 	: Running 	100,068 : 	14,323 

bales  
Cotton pulp 	 : 1,000 lbs. 	9118 : 	106 
Wool semimanufectures 	 : 	do. 	 5,708 : 	1,707 
Synthetic fibers 	 : 	do. 	 879 : 	819 
Abrasive materials:  
Aluminum oxide, fused 	 : 	do. 	 1,135 : 	133 
Silicon carbide 	- 	 : 	do, 	 3,550 • 	5111 
Sulfur, crude 	 : Long tons : 	22,320 : 	51111 

Steel sheets and strip, electrical 	 : 1,000 lbs. : 	3,053 • 	565 
Electrical machinery and apparatus 1/ 	 : 	 - • 	- • 	152 
Metal-cutting machine tools  

(nonportable) and parts 1/ 	 •• 	 - • 	- • 	589 
Metal-forming machine tools: bending  

machines and roll-forming machines 	 : 	 - • 	- : 	163 
Metal-finishing, cleaning, and 

coating nachiner . 	 : 	 - : 	- : 	1,061 

Other metalworking machin! -••y- , 
(exc -Tt machine tools) 	  : 	 - : 	- • 	161 

Synthetic filament and band- 	 • 
forming machinerw 	 : 	 - • 	- • 	966 

Other tex tile, sel-ng, and shoe machinery 	: 	 - • 	- : 	1OR 

Continued 

(and Danzig) 
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Table 6.--U.S. e7po•ts of domestic mnrchandise to Poland (and Danzir,) 
by princlpal. 

( 

commodities, 

n thousands 

3259--Continued 

of dollars 
Uni t or: 	Quantity • 
nuantity 

.em 
: 

1/ Excluciint; any exports of special category type 1 or 2 commodities, as to which 
for security reasons country of destination information may not be published. 

1/ Excluciint; any exports of special category type 1 or 2 commodities, as to which 
for security reasons country of destination information may not be published. 
1/ Excluciint; any exports of special category type 1 or 2 commodities, as to which 

for security reasons country of destination information may not be published. 

Source: Compiled from preliminary official statistics of the U.S. Department of 
Commerce. 
Source: Compiled from preliminary official statistics of the U.S. Department of 

Commerce. 
Source: Compiled from preliminary official statistics of the U.S. Department of 

Commerce. 

. 

oa 	i : : 7,8 

Value 


